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Dear Commissioner, 

Mr. Maros Śefcovic 
Commissioner for Trade and Economic Security 
European Commission 
Rue de la łoi 200, 
1049 Brussels 
BELGIUM 

12 October 2026 

I would like to address this letter to you on the occasion of the 3rd EU-Turkiye High-Level 
Trade Dialogue taking place in Brussels on 13 October 2026. 

The EU and Turkiye are natural partners not only due to geographical proximity but, most 
importantly, due to our closely interlinked economies. The EU-Turkiye Customs Union 
Agreement is a cornerstone in the bilateral relationship, while Turkiye is also a candidate 
country to the EU. In this framework, BusinessEurope remains a strong advocate for 
closer EU-Turkiye relations based on mutual benefits of economic integration, but also 
on sharing values and respecting the rules. 

BusinessEurope recognises that since entering into force in 1995, the Customs Union 
has contributed to increased bilateral trade, investment and the development of resilient 
regional supply chains. Nevertheless, despite its achievements, the Customs Union is 
far from reaching its full potentia!. In addition to the challenges impeding the effective 
implementation of the current Customs Union, the changing nature of the geopolitical 
context compels to rethinking how the Customs Union can be optimised and modernised 
in a mutually beneficial manner. From the European lndustry's perspective, we would 
like to outline a three-pronged solution: 

1. Addressing current implementation challenges

European companies often report a number of challenges affecting the smooth 
functioning of the Customs Union, including disproportionate checks on EU goods at the 
border, discriminatory requirements for EU products, additional customs duties and 
additional administrative procedures. Concerns have been also raised regarding the 
introduction of !ocal requirements by Turkiye in different sectors. At the same time, 
Turkish operators complain about limited access to relevant EU databases, information 
systems and agencies. Other practical concerns raised on the Turkish side include transit 
fees and road transport quotas. A further concern for both sides is the insufficient pace 
of digitalisation of customs procedures, which continues to affect the smooth flow of 
trade. Taken together, such barriers and frictions on both sides are not compatible with 
the spirit of the Customs Union and hinder its effective functioning. 

We recognise that the bilateral dialogue at technical level and the work conducted in the 
framework of the Market Access Advisory Committee and the TAREKS, as well as the 
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