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15 December 2025

Dear President,
Message to EU Council meeting on 18-19 December 2025

Ahead of the European Council meeting on 18-19 December 2025, which will discuss
geoeconomy and competitiveness, and the next Multiannual Financial Framework,
BusinessEurope underlines the importance of acting with urgency and unity in this crucial moment
for Europes’s economy.

BusinessEurope and its member federations acknowledge the first steps taken by the EU to boost
competitiveness. Unfortunately, the effects are not yet felt by European enterprises, who are
faced with an increasingly challenging situation, due to growing geopolitical tensions and stronger
economic headwinds.

In the recent Nicosia declaration of BusinessEurope’s Council of Presidents (enclosed),
BusinessEurope outlines 6 key priorities for enhancing competitiveness on which we count on the
European Council to join forces with the European Commission and the European Parliament to
deliver concrete measures that make a difference for companies on the ground.

In view of the current geoeconomic challenges, effective trade diversification will be essential.
Therefore, BusinessEurope calls on the Council to swiftly ratify the EU-Mercosur interim Trade
Agreement (iTA) and the EU-Mercosur Partnership Agreement (EMPA) without delay.

Getting the next Multiannual Financial Framework for the EU’s budget right will be crucial.
BusinessEurope welcomes the proposed creation of a European Competitiveness Fund (ECF)
and increased focus on research and innovation. In addition, to effectively contribute to EU
strategic objectives and regional competitiveness, cohesion policy under the next MFF will also
require adequate funding.

BusinessEurope calls on the European Council to preserve the proposed budget increases for
the ECF and flagship programmes and instruments such as Horizon Europe, the Connecting
Europe Facility, Global Europe and InvestEU. This must be done without increasing business
taxation as the EU already has a high average tax burden compared to global competitors.

Giving a clear signal that Europe is raising its game when it comes to the delivery of promised
policy improvements is more important than ever.

Yours sincerely,
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F. Persson arkus J. Beyrer
President Director General

Enclosure: Declaration of the Nicosia Council of Presidents
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