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BusinessEurope stands fully behind the objectives of the EU Deforestation-Free 
Products Regulation (EUDR) as an instrument that can contribute to the fight against 
deforestation and the serious threat that it entails for the environment and our social and 
economic prosperity. European companies remain committed to effectively 
implement the Regulation, having dedicated significant investment and resources over 
the past years to this end. 
 
In this respect, the top priority for the European business community is to gain 
clarity and predictability about the implementation of the EUDR. This is crucial as, 
unless co-legislators can agree on the proposal for simplification put forward on 21 
October by the European Commission, there is a serious risk that the EUDR enters 
into implementation on 31 December 2025 in its current form. Considering the twists 
and turns this file has taken in the last weeks, we fear that economic operators and 
authorities alike will not be able to effectively implement the Regulation, jeopardising its 
objectives. Companies need to know urgently whether they should continue their efforts 
to prepare to comply under the current set of rules – for instance in the context of their 
due diligence requirements and submissions to the Information System – or change their 
approach in accordance with the new proposals of the European Commission.       
 
More time is needed to assess the most recent proposals of the European Commission. 
For instance, the proposed 6-month grace period will not serve its purpose unless 
sufficient legal assurances are offered, including at the level of Customs authorities, and 
unless it covers all economic operators, SMEs and large companies alike. Economic 
operators, independently of their size, are linked through supply chains and effectively 
rely on each other for information in the context of their due diligence and traceability 
obligations. Additionally, the issue of market availability should be considered, especially 
in cases where geolocation data cannot be provided in countries of origin.  
 
It is in this spirit that – as a priority – we ask co-legislators to adopt a “stop-the-clock” 
approach for all economic operators, as soon as possible, with a clear intention 
to deepen the discussion on the simplification of the EUDR and allow for real and 
consistent improvements in the text of the Regulation. This is urgent to bring clarity 
and predictability.   
 
Looking at the proposals on targeted simplifications presented by the European 
Commission earlier in October, we recognise that they go in the right direction, 
especially by focusing due diligence requirements on products placed in the internal 
market for the first time. Nevertheless, further steps need to be taken to ensure a 
significant reduction of burden and costs, by removing the requirement of 
downstream operators to collect, store and pass on reference numbers. This will 
effectively reduce the administrative burden as well as the number of Due Diligence 
Statements (DDS) submitted in the system, while ensuring that the objectives of the 
Regulation are fulfilled. 
 
We remain committed to ensuring a clear, predictable and effective implementation of 
the EUDR. 
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