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 3 October 2025 
 
 
 
 
  
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
  

Revision of the European Works Councils Directive 
 
During next week’s plenary session, the European Parliament will vote on the revision of 
the European Works Councils Directive.  
  
For BusinessEurope, the provisional trilogue deal reached by the co-legislators on 20 
May 2025 is not a good outcome. In a period in which there is an urgent need to focus 
EU policies on supporting industrial competitiveness and simplifying EU legislation to 
facilitate compliance, the revised directive deriving from the trilogue provisional outcome 
will: 
  

1. create legal uncertainty and complicate companies’ information and consultation 
processes by blurring the scope of their consultations of EWCs. So far, the 
directive rightly focused on genuine transnational situations impacting at least 
two Member States. This revision brings it into territory that was until now clearly 
for national level consultations; 

  
2. add on companies’ legal risks and related potential costs by obliging by EU law 

the central management of companies to bear the legal costs of EWCs; 
  

3. undermine companies’ ability to protect confidential, market-sensitive 
information, harming a protection that is crucial for their competitiveness and is 
more important than ever in an increasingly tense international environment. 

  
The plenary vote next week is the last chance for MEPs to consider where things stand 
in substance. The existing directive on European Works Councils provides a strong 
framework for the information and consultation of workers on transnational issues. We 
urge you to consider how the provisional trilogue deal on a questionable revision of the 
EWCs directive contradicts the broader political focus on competitiveness and 
simplification. If it is backed by the EP plenary next week, the provisional trilogue deal 
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will create new legislative burden for European companies, putting them at further 
disadvantage in their operations in Europe and in the face of global competition.  
  
For these reasons, we strongly encourage you to vote against this revision at next week’s 
plenary session. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Markus J. Beyrer 
 


