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Mr Janos Lazar

Chair of the EU Transport, Telecommunications
and Energy Council (Transport)

Ministry of Construction and Transport
Alkotmany utca 5.

H-1054 Budapest

Hungary

27 November 2024

Dear Minister,
BusinessEurope priorities for the EU transport sector for 2024-2029

At September’s informal meeting in Budapest, EU transport ministers underlined the
crucial role of the EU transport sector for the EU’s economic integration and
competitiveness. BusinessEurope strongly reiterates this acknowledgement for the
upcoming EU Transport Council meeting, which comes at a time when EU policy makers
are shaping the future agenda of EU transport policy.

The business community agrees with the messages of the Letta and Draghi report:
Deepening the Single Market and ensuring resilient international transport flows must
play a key role in future EU transport policies. A functioning, reliable and efficient cross-
border transport system, and full removal of barriers to cross-border transport and
logistics services are prerequisites for the EU industry’s efficiency and thus for the
competitiveness of the entire EU economy. At the same time, it is crucial to establish a
level playing field with competitors from third countries with access to the EU market and
continue to focus on creating a global level playing field in the transport sector.

A genuine Single Market in transport requires a truly integrated Trans-European
Transport Network. EU-wide, reliable, and high-quality infrastructure for all transport
modes is not only key for competitiveness, productivity and growth in sectors using
infrastructure services, but also for the reduction of transport externalities. The business
community emphasises its regret that current funding at EU and national level is
significantly falling short of the investment needs, while challenges of the cross-border
infrastructure project governance have not been sufficiently addressed. As part of the
next long-term EU budget for the period 2028-2034, BusinessEurope urges EU policy
makers to ensure adequate and targeted funding for the transport sector and European
infrastructure projects, notably through a renewal and increase of the Connecting Europe
Facility.

European businesses back the EU’s ambitious climate targets and believe that the
transport sector needs to play a key role in lowering greenhouse gas emissions in the
EU. However, it is crucial that relevant EU climate legislation preserves the sector’s
competitiveness, considering social and economic dimensions, and is based on
technology-neutral and cost-effective means. Reducing the sector's environmental
footprint and promoting its competitiveness must go hand in hand.
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Lastly, during the upcoming EU Transport Council meeting, EU minister will agree on a
number of legislative files, which will have an important impact on the EU transport
sector. However, at the same time, we regret to see the lack of progress regarding the
revisions of the Combined Transport Directive and the Weights and Dimensions
Directive. Both proposals play a crucial role in making freight transport more efficient and
sustainable and in reducing the burden that the current, outdated legislation places on
European transport companies. The lack of advancing in negotiations and thus stalling
the legislative process would significantly put at risk the proper functioning of the Single
Market for transport and the efficient cross-border provision of road transport services.

With this in mind, we would like to urge you to advance negotiations on both files, having
in mind the business community’s recommendations, which you will find attached to this
letter.

BusinessEurope remains committed to supporting the EU’s green transition, growth and
competitiveness, firmly believing that the transport sector plays a crucial role in this.

We thank you in advance for giving due consideration to our recommendations and stand
ready to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely,

arkus J. Beyrer

Annex:

BusinessEurope priorities for the EU transport sector beyond 2024
BusinessEurope position paper for the amendment of Combined Transport Directive
BusinessEurope position paper for the Revision of the Weights and Dimensions Directive



