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“EU COMPETITIVENESS IS EMPLOYMENT’S BEST FRIEND AND OUR TOP

PRIORITY”
- BUSINESSEUROPE's President to EU Heads of State and Government -

“European competitiveness is the best friend of employment, not its enemy”, said
BUSINESSEUROPE's President Emma Marcegaglia today in Milan, addressing EU
Heads of State and Government and Labour Ministers at the high-level conference

on employment in Europe.

“Our main social problem, unemployment, is not due to a deficit of social policy, but

to a lack of global competitiveness”.

“The EU must do more to improve access to finance for companies, address high
energy prices and promote a business environment leading to investments. EU
Member States must work on labour market reforms and make sure the youth
employment initiative becomes a success”- said Marcegaglia at the conference
organised by the Italian government to continue the discussions on youth

employment initiated last year in Berlin and Paris.
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Please find attached the full text of President Marcegaglia’ s speech to be delivered in the
presence of Heads of States and Governments this afternoon in Milan
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