
 

 

 

KEY FACTS AND FIGURES 

The transport industry itself directly employs around 11 million people and accounts for 5% of EU GDP. 

Logistics, such as transport and storage, account for 10-15% of the cost of a finished product. 

 

 25 September 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 Transport is a key pillar of the single market, allowing for the free movement of 
goods and people across borders. The cost and efficiency of transport services and 
the quality of Europe’s infrastructure networks directly affect trade flows, mobility 
and the competitiveness of European companies.  

 

 Companies are experiencing that Europe is not yet fully connected, which hampers 
business opportunities, fair competition and ultimately growth and job creation. 
Completing the Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T) is crucial in this 
respect. Ensuring sufficient investments in future and existing infrastructure is a 
must, establishing a solid foundation for transport in Europe. 

 

 Considering the impact on European competitiveness, challenges linked to 
investment and increased demand need to be tackled decisively with a clear vision 
for the future of transport in Europe; making transport more sustainable and future-
proof while ensuring cost-effectiveness. 

 

WHAT DOES BUSINESSEUROPE AIM FOR?  
 

A true single market for transport: the removal of remaining regulatory, 
administrative and technical barriers in all modes of transport. Europe needs 
holistic and realistic EU transport policy that supports a competitive and 
sustainable transport system benefitting the real economy. 

 
Improved interoperability of national transport networks, easing the process of 
integration and facilitating the emergence of multinational and multimodal 
operators. Promoting effective co-modality is key in this respect.  
 
More focus on smart logistics and ICT solutions to improve transport efficiency. 
This includes better use and wider deployment of intelligent transport systems.  

 
Uniform and strong enforcement of existing transport rules. This starts with high 
quality implementation and correct application of EU legislation, based on the 
principles of smart regulation and ensuring an integrated approach. 
 
Ensuring a sufficient level of public and private investment, both at EU and 
national level, to be able to complete globally and maintain high quality 
infrastructure networks. 

 
An international level-playing field for transport services, based on common 
standards and practices. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Support further market opening: Generally, market opening and thereby creating 
more competition has led to more efficiency, improved mobility and lower costs. 
 
Improve energy efficiency: Improve the performance of all means of transport across 
all modes, for instance through the increased efficiency of engines, penetration of 
alternatively fuelled vehicles and the deployment of sustainable recharging/refueling 
points for alternative fuels. 

 
Reduce CO2 emissions: The development of sustainable and affordable transport 
requires a mix of ingredients, such as liberalisation, connecting infrastructure networks, 
energy-efficient and cleaner transport, ICT solutions, simplifying administrative 
procedures and adequate logistics planning. 

 

Use existing transport infrastructure more efficiently: Including by the use of smart 
logistics and ICT solutions. Lift remaining restrictions and address persistent barriers. 

 
Create the right conditions for effective co-modality1: All modes of transport should 
be seen as complementary, also when deciding about future investment projects. 

 
Invest in the networks of the future: Investment in infrastructure should be 
increased, for instance via the Connecting Europe Facility, and take a more prominent 
place in policy-making. 
 
Build on research and innovation: Encourage research and innovation to achieve 
the progressive reduction of environmental impacts of transport. The development and 
investment in new as well as in existing technologies must be defined in a technology- 
and fuel-neutral way. 

 
Design smart regulation: Rather than introducing new EU rules for every transport 
challenge, greater emphasis should be put on better implementation and application of 
existing legislation, stronger enforcement, genuine stakeholder involvement and 
evidence-based policy-making through comprehensive impact assessments. 
 
Improve global competitiveness: Ensuring an international level-playing field is 
essential to secure global competitiveness of each transport segment. This also entails 
better market access, fair competition and building on international standards. 

 
Ensure better coordination at EU level: There is a strong need for a more coherent 
European strategy for transport based on better coordination and cooperation at EU 
level fostering a result-oriented approach based on ambitious, but realistic targets. 

                                                 
1
 Co-modality refers to the efficient use of different modes on their own and in combination, which will 

result in an optimal and sustainable utilisation of resources.   

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

http://www.businesseurope.eu/

