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STABILITY AND PREDICTABILITY KEY TO ATTRACTING LONG-TERM
EUROPEAN INVESTMENT TO AFRICA

In advance of today’s EU-Africa Summit, BUSINESSEUROPE Director General
Markus J. Beyrer said: “Creating a business-enabling environment is key to Africa’s
growth. European companies are willing to play their role but stability and predictability
are critical to attracting long-term, sustainable private investment. It is important that
companies are able to participate in development initiatives in Africa, however, small
and medium-sized enterprises usually have limited access to finance. This problem
should be addressed through the design of instruments tailor-made to the needs of
SMEs in the EU and in Africa”.

BUSINESSEUROPE argues that, for the viability of such instruments, guarantees
should be offered by public financing institutions such the European Investment Bank
and the African Development Bank. Besides infrastructure, blending facilities should
also be expanded to initiatives in the renewable energy and the agricultural sectors.
Awareness-raising campaigns could also contribute to increased private sector
participation and engagement in Africa.
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BUSINESSEUROPE is the leading advocate for growth and competitiveness at European level,
standing up for companies across the continent and actively campaigning on the issues that
most impact their performance. We speak for enterprise in 35 European countries whose
national business federations are our direct members.
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