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Mr Heinz Zourek

Director General

Directorate General for Taxation and Customs
Union

European Commission

200 rue de la Loi

1049 Bruxelles

24 February 2014

Dear Mr Zourek,

European companies would like to remind the Commission and Member States
of their commitment to implement an EU VAT Web Portal, and to urge them to
put in place a high priority action plan to deliver this important initiative by the
end of 2014.

Through its Communication on December 2011 on the future of VAT, the
Commission has clearly expressed its commitment to set up an EU VAT web portal.

BUSINESSEUROPE welcomed the importance given by the Commission to this
project. But we regret to observe that no concrete action has been taken from the
Commission and Member States to progress this initiative.

The implementation of an EU VAT Web Portal would lead to a win — win situation.
Member States’ VAT revenues will benefit from better compliance. Businesses
activities, particularly for SMEs, will become easier as will benefit from a more simple
system to fulfill VAT obligations in an EU foreign country. This will contribute to foster
cross-border trade and stimulating economic growth in the EU.

The EU Web Portal is also critical for achieving various short and longer term Single
Market initiatives of the Commission. Without an EU VAT Web Portal in place the
following initiatives will be undermined, and could even fail:

1) The VAT Mini One Stop Shop (MOSS) which runs from 2015 onwards;

2) The Standard EU VAT Return;

3) The destination principle and development of a broad One Stop Shop (OSS)
concept.

In view of its utmost importance, we would like to encourage the Commission and
Member States to give the highest priority to the EU VAT Web Portal initiative.

To stimulate further discussion on this topic we attach a template containing the VAT
information which businesses across the EU would like to see published on the EU
VAT Web Portal to support increased trade across the Single Market. The EU VAT

BE-1000 BRUSSELS

AV. DE CORTENBERGH 168 BUSINESSEUROPE a.i.s.b.l. TEL +32(0)2 237 65 11

FAX +32(0)2 231 14 45

E-MAIL: MAIN@BUSINESSEUROPE.EU

VAT BE 863 418 279 WWW.BUSINESSEUROPE.EU EU Transparency register 3978240953-79



EUROPE
| I

Forum is the ideal platform for this topic to be discussed between representatives of
the Commission, Member States and EU businesses.

We remain at your disposal to discuss this subject further.

Yours sincerely,
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James Watson

Director
Economics Department BUSINESSEUROPE



