
 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

BUSINESSEUROPE 
News Release 
For immediate release 

18 October 2013 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE welcomes political agreement on EU-Canada Trade 
Deal 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE welcomes today’s political agreement on a major EU-
Canada trade deal, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA). Commission President Barroso and Canadian Prime Minister Harper 
made this historic agreement today in Brussels, which is good news for 
business in both Europe and Canada. 
 
In recent weeks, BUSINESSEUROPE has called, together with its Canadian 
counterparts, for a rapid conclusion of the deal which will unlock potential gains 
of €26 billion annually in the bilateral commercial relationship. The deal also 
sets an important precedent for future bilateral trade agreements, including that 
which is currently being progressed between the EU and the United States. 
 
Welcoming this significant moment in bilateral trade history, 
BUSINESSEUROPE Director General Markus J Beyrer said: ‘We have worked 
extremely hard over the past four years to make this agreement a reality. 
Businesses in both Europe and Canada will be delighted to see new market 
opportunities open up at a time when global economic performance remains 
sluggish. We look forward to seeing the technical aspects of the agreement 
concluded quickly.’ 
 
ENDS 
 
Contact: 
Peter Vertessy 
Senior Adviser 
Press & Media 
Tel : +32 (0) 2 237 65 03 
Mob: +32 (0) 494 51 54 77 
p.vertessy@businesseurope.eu 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE is the leading advocate for growth and competitiveness at 
European level, standing up for companies across the continent and actively 
campaigning on the issues that most impact their performance. We speak for 
enterprise in 35 European countries whose national business federations are our direct 
members. 
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