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Brussels, 30 October 2009
Embracing e-invoicing will make Europe more competitive

Dear Minister,

Companies are concerned about the lack of ambition on simplifying the use of
electronic invoicing — a cornerstone of the EU’s better regulation action plan - which
could allow for yearly cost savings of at least €18 billion.

BUSINESSEUROPE asks Member States for a strong political impetus to achieve
equal treatment between paper and electronic invoicing based on the Commission
proposal of January 2009. The compromise currently discussed in the Council's
technical working groups, would not help to facilitate the uptake of e-invoicing in the EU
and is therefore unacceptable for the business community.

The Commission proposal is a big step forward as it abolishes additional security
requirements on e-invoicing that have been a strong liability and impediment for its use
in practice. High compliance requirements and differences in standards across Member
States raise the costs of e-invoicing unnecessarily, making it unattractive for
businesses.

E-Invoices should be treated in the same way as paper invoices, as they have the
same function in business practice. In the Member States with no specific
requirements, e-invoicing is much more broadly implemented and there is no
associated increase in VAT fraud. Compared to paper invoices, e-invoices offer huge
advantages for companies and tax administrations alike.

The future competitiveness of European business requires the facilitation of

e-invoicing. Information technology has conquered the world. The business community
asks European governments to embrace it.
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