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OPEN DAYS 2009 - EUROPEAN WEEK OF REGIONS AND CITIES 
 
 

UNITE AND INNOVATE! 
EUROPEAN CLUSTERS FOR RECOVERY 

 
BRUSSELS, 7 OCTOBER 2009 

COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS, ROOM JDE 62 
 
 
 

14h30  Introductory Statement 
Luc Van den Brande, President Committee of the Regions 

 
 
14h45 – 16h00 
 
What does it take to develop world-class clusters in Europe? How can this objective be 
reconciled with the development of small-scale locally integrated clusters? How can the 
EU support companies in driving cluster development? 
 

Panel discussion moderated by Nikki Tait, Financial Times 
 

 Dirk Ahner, Director-General DG REGIO, European Commission 

 Staffan Bjurulf, Regional Adviser for Industry and Commerce Värmland 
region, Sweden 

 Andrea Moltrasio, Vice-President Confederation of Italian Industry – 
CONFINDUSTRIA; Managing Director Icro Coatings 

 Martin Schuurmans, Chairman European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology 

 (with Q&As) 
 
 
16h00   Concluding remarks 

Philippe de Buck, Director General of BUSINESSEUROPE 
 


