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Mr José Manuel Barroso
President

European Commission
200, rue de la Loi

1049 Bruxelles

28 January 2009

Dear President,

As you know, BUSINESSEUROPE has always been a strong supporter of the
Commission’s policy to try to achieve better regulation and the new better regulation
package demonstrates that the Commission continues to care about better regulation
and the reduction of administrative burdens. Now more than ever, less burdens are
crucial for companies having to compete in difficult times.

Although we support and appreciate the important steps that have been made to
reduce administrative burdens on business and improve legislation, businesses still
have difficulty to notice any changes in their day to day operations. There are a
number of difficulties which mainly relate to the complicated legislative procedures for
final approval of reduction proposals by the Member States and the European
Parliament. This reduces and delays cost-savings for companies. It is equally
important that the Member States implement better regulation principles at national
level so that burdens are effectively reduced for companies at all levels.

We would therefore like to urge you to exercise stronger pressure on those Member
States that are not making enough progress to improve and offer assistance and
support if needed.

We will provide you with more detailed comments and observations on the new better
regulation package shortly but already wanted to raise this important issue.

| send a similar letter to Vice-President Verheugen, the Czech Presidency, and the
President of the European Parliament.

Yours sincerely,

Philippe de Buck
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