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PRESS RELEASE

Sixth European Business Summit: GREENING THE ECONOMY —
New Energy for Business

The Federation of Enterprises in Belgium (FEB) and BUSINESSEUROPE are
organising on 21 and 22 February 2008 the Sixth European Business
Summit. Theme is “Greening the Economy: New Energy for Business”.
During four Plenary Sessions and eleven workshops, one hundred top
speakers will address key issues for business in Europe. Many leading figures
from the European business community and the European Commission, as
well as prime ministers, senior ministers and other high-level representatives
from EU member states will attend this key event.

Philippe de Buck, BUSINESSEUROPE Secretary General, places the theme
of this years EBS in the perspective of the energy and climate package
recently launched by the European Commission: “The debate at the
European Business Summit could not be more timely. Now that the
Commission has presented its proposals, we are going to engage in
constructive dialogue with Council, Parliament and of course the
Commission to find good solutions for the competitiveness of European
industry. And all this just ahead of the Spring Summit in March where
important decisions will be taken”.

Rudi Thomaes, CEO of the Federation of Enterprises in Belgium, stated:
"European energy and climate policy is highly ambitious and represents a
huge challenge for Belgian companies. It shouldn't be seen solely as a
threat but also as a window of new opportunities. Belgian heavy industry is
already an international leader in terms of energy efficiency and reductions
in CO2 emissions. Thanks to this expertise and the specialist services
offered by new companies, Belgium can carve out its position on the global
market for eco-innovation, energy performance and investment in clean
energy technologies. FEB has commissioned INSEAD management school
to look into ways that European companies can compete on the global eco-
innovation market and how a favourable policy can be developed to support
this objective."

Presenting the programme of the summit, EBS Conference Director Wytze
Russchen stressed the theme and timing of the event. "Climate change and
energy are the hot topics today, at political level and in corporate boardrooms.
By choosing this theme - just after the Commission presented its energy and



climate package and before the Spring Summit - this EBS wants to respond to
the interests of European business”. One hundred speakers, amongst which 7
Commissioners, business leaders, academics, NGOs and journalists will
discuss how Europe can turn the carbon challenge into a business opportunity.
“Through plenary sessions and workshops on a global carbon market,
renewables, nuclear energy, security of supply, eco-innovation, education etc,
they will recommend how Europe can be both more competitive and more
sustainable at the same time", Russchen stated.

The European Business Summit is a joint initiative of BUSINESSEUROPE and
FEB, in cooperation with the European Commission and with the support of
the Slovenian EU Presidency. It will be held in Brussels (Tour&Taxis) on
21 and 22 February 2008. For more information, see www.ebsummit.org.
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