
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mr Siim Kallas 
Vice-President of the European 
Commission 
Rue de la Loi, 200 
1049 Brussels 

 
                                   27 June 2007 

 
 
 
Dear Commissioner, 
 
We thank you for giving us the opportunity to exchange our views about the project for a 
Code of Conduct for Interest Representatives with Mr Nymand-Christensen on 5 June. 
 
We would like to confirm to you our 4 main preoccupations, without again mentioning all our 
convergences: 
 

1. We think that representative trade associations have a specific role to play in the 
EU consultation process.  This process must be further improved, especially with 
regard to the issue of representativeness and better feed-back on the results of 
the consultation. 

 
2. As the transparency initiative applies to business organisations involved in social 

partnerships, we urge the Commission to organise an equal treatment with trade 
unions.  Therefore, trade unions should of course be part of the scope of the ETI. 

 
3. We would like to insist on the clarification needed about the financial information 

to be provided in the future register, perhaps with optional formats meeting the 
specificities of the different types of organisations.  We especially would like to 
have equal treatment with other types of organisations, especially those having to 
declare the “overall budget and breakdown per main sources of funding” 
(Communication of 21 March 2007, point 2.1.3., 3rd bullet). 

 
4. Finally, we would like to support your approach that organisations and not 

individuals will have to register (except if an inter-institutional agreement within 
the European Parliament could be found on this basis). 

 
Our members and most interested parties share these points and we hope that they will find 
their place in your upcoming proposals.  We remain ready to discuss it in details with you at 
any time, especially on the next steps for setting up a code of conduct and the future register. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ph. de Buck  A. Perroy   P. Pesonen       H.-W. Müller 


