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17 July 2007

TARIFF REDUCTIONS PROPOSED BY WTO JUDGED UNACCEPTABLE
BY BUSINESSEUROPE

The WTO has today made proposals to reach agreement in the Doha Round, which is
a positive development. However, European companies are extremely concerned
about the proposals for tariff reductions on industrial goods.

The figure proposed for a maximum tariff permitted for emerging countries at the end of
the Round — which could be as high as 23% — is unacceptable for European business.
European companies need access to those emerging markets that are now displaying
the world’s highest levels of economic growth. Tariff levels above 15% will not deliver
this result.

BUSINESSEUROPE President Ernest-Antoine Seilliere said: “As market access in
emerging economies is key to the development of European trade | urge EU Trade
Commissioner Peter Mandelson to direct his efforts to achieving the 15% maximum
tariff objective”.

NOTE TO THE EDITOR

BUSINESSEUROPE - the Confederation of European Business represents more than 20 million small, medium
and large companies. Active in European affairs since 1958, BUSINESSEUROPE Members are 39 central
industrial and employers’ federations from 33 countries, working together to achieve growth and
competitiveness in Europe.

For further information, please contact: Maria Fernanda Fau  +32(0)2 237.65.62
www.businesseurope.eu
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SUBJECT: BUSINESSEUROPE Priority Objectives for the Doha Round

Industrial trade
e Maximum tariff level of 15% in emerging countries and no exceptions to the
formula for developed countries.
o Possibility for sector zero-for-zero tariff agreements for willing sectors (e.g.
chemicals).

¢ Reduction of non-tariff barriers such as export taxes and restrictions and the
creation of an NTB mediation mechanism.

Services liberalisation
o Deep and broad plurilateral agreements to provide new market access in key
sectors such as financial, business or telecommunications services.
e Greater legal security for the establishment of services companies around the
world, including for temporary movement of business services providers.

Trade facilitation

e A binding agreement minimising fees and charges, improving legal recourse,
establishing a single administrative window, improving transparency and
speeding up customs clearance.
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