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 SERVICES DIRECTIVE: NATIONAL TRANSPOSITION IS THE KEY TO 
SUCCESS! 

 
 
Today, the European Parliament adopted one of the most important and controversial 
pieces of EU legislation of recent years: the services directive whose objective is to 
achieve a genuine Internal Market in services by removing legal and administrative 
barriers to the development of service activities between Member States. 
 
UNICE expects real benefits derived from the freedom of establishment but regrets the 
reduced scope of the directive and the legal uncertainty of certain provisions on cross-
border provision of services. 
 
Now up to the Member States to transpose and implement it correctly, avoiding delays 
and respecting the spirit of the text and the two fundamental freedoms of establishment 
and service provision that are enshrined therein.  The Commission should actively 
assist them and, more importantly, monitor transposition and implementation.  UNICE 
and its national members will closely follow and contribute in this process. 
 
Philippe de Buck, Secretary General  of UNICE: “After a complicated adoption, it is now 
up to national governments to transpose the directive in such a way that it is a success 
and makes a real contribution to the Internal Market and the European economy.  We 
must not forget that service activities represent 70% of the EU economy, a key sector 
for growth and jobs”  
 
 
 
 


