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UNICE: ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE KYOTO PROTOCOL MUST
TRIGGER FRESH EFFORTS FOR BUILDING A TRULY COMPREHENSIVE
GLOBAL FRAMEWORK

Philippe de Buck, Secretary General of UNICE stated: “In the short run, the entry into force of
the Kyoto protocol is an important first step in achieving a truly comprehensive global
agreement to combat the risks of climate change. A global strategy incorporating all
countries and regions is indisputably needed to reduce the risks of global warming, without
compromising on economic growth and equity. Today, even though the Protocol has been
ratified by 141 countries, it does not include emission reduction commitments for many of
Europe’s major competitors. For EU companies, which have already significantly reduced
their greenhouse gas emissions by implementing technological improvements and
management systems, it is vital that their competitiveness is not damaged.”

Mr de Buck concluded: “For the long term, global discussions must continue with all parties,
to analyse alternative models and approaches and to seek an international strategy that is
supported by all those involved. This should be achieved long before 2012, when the first
Kyoto commitment period is over, to give EU businesses the required confidence to promote
long-term investments and further R&D efforts.”

Note to the editor:

UNICE is the voice of more than 20 million small, medium and large companies. Active in European
affairs since 1958, UNICE's members are 38 central industrial and employers federations from 32
countries, working together to achieve growth and competitiveness in Europe
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