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Dear Fellow Entrepreneurs,

Why is there a need for a Competitiveness Day?

All of us feel that Europe could do much better, every day we
experience many handicaps to developing the business.  If
constraints are taken away, costs are reduced, rules are changed, we
could do much more in Europe and in the world than is the case now.

We must all say together to European decision-makers that there is
an urgent need to work for better competitiveness.  The future of our
European fellow citizens and that of our companies depends on a pro-
active "pro-competitiveness plan" being launched.

SPEND ONE DAY IN BRUSSELS TO SUPPORT THE ACTION OF
YOUR NATIONAL CONFEDERATION AND UNICE, TO SHOW
THAT EUROPE HAS ACTIVE ENTREPRENEURS.

European companies are like Gulliver: if they are freed from all kinds
of hindrances they will once more become a world giant!

I am looking forward to seeing you on 14 November!

Dr Jürgen Strube
President of UNICE
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RRELEASEELEASE
COMPCOMPANIESANIES’’ POTENTIALPOTENTIAL

FFREEREE GGULLIVERULLIVER!!



EEUROPEUROPE''SS COMPETITIVENESSCOMPETITIVENESS - - THETHE CHALLENGESCHALLENGES

To assess Europe's competitiveness, its performance must be compared with
important global competitors such as the USA and Japan as well as with the
emerging economic powers China and India. 

Against this background, this panel will discuss the competitiveness challenges
that Europe is currently facing. It will cast a particular business perspective on the
question of where and why Europe's economy is lagging behind. 

The accession of ten new Member States to the EU next year will create the
biggest market in the developed world. How will this alter the competitiveness
challenges?

� MMajor obstacles to entrepreneurship in Europe
� MModernising the public sector in view of the ageing of Europe's population
� TThe future of innovation in Europe
� CCauses of unemployment in Europe
� RReaping the benefits of the internal market 
� AAddressing the environmental challenges of the future such as climate change
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EEUROPEUROPE''SS COMPETITIVENESSCOMPETITIVENESS - - THETHE RESPONSESRESPONSES

Actions are needed to boost Europe's competitiveness - but which ones? Who is
to do what? What is to be done first?

This panel will debate the responses that policy-makers must give now to meet
the competitiveness challenges in Europe. It will discuss priorities for action, as
well as the political framework and mindset in which these actions must be taken
in order to be effective.

� MMeasuring the impact of laws and regulation on competitiveness

� LLessons from national best practices of successful structural reform

� CCommunicating the message of urgency to decision-makers

� RRole for European institutions, in particular the Competitiveness Council

� CCoordination of tasks
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S P E A K E R S

Mr Dennis Abbott, Editor, European Voice

Mr Silvio Berlusconi, Prime Minister of Italy and current President of the European
Council

Mr Antonio D'Amato, President of Confindustria and President of Finseda
International Packaging Group

Mrs Loyola de Palacio, Commissioner DG Energy and Transport

Mrs Nicole Fontaine, Minister Delegate for Industry, Ministry for the Economy, Finance
and Industry

Mrs Signhild Hansen, CEO Svenska Lantchips

Mr Daniel Janssen, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Solvay (ERT)

Mr Ulysses Kyriacopoulos, President of FGI (Greece) and President of S & B
Industrial Minerals SA

Mr Erkki Liikanen, Commissioner DG Enterprise

Mr Peter Mitterbauer, President of IV (Austria) and Chairman, President and CEO of
MIBA AG

Mr George Parker, Chief Brussels Office, Financial Times

Mr Dick Roche TD, Irish Minister of State for European Affairs

Dr Michael Rogowski, President of BDI (Germany), Chairman of the Shareholders'
Committee and the Supervisory Board of J.M. Voith Aktiengesellschaft

Mr Jacques Schraven, President of VNO-NCW (The Netherlands)

Dr Jürgen Strube, President of UNICE, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of BASF
Aktiengesellschaft

Mr Michael Treschow, Vice-President of SN (Sweden), Chairman of Ericsson, and
Board Member of ABB and Electrolux

Sir Iain Vallance, Past President of CBI (United Kingdom), President of ESF

Mr Luc Vansteenkiste, President of VBO-FEB (Belgium) and CEO of Recticel



Avenue de Cortenbergh 168
B - 1000 Brussels - Belgium

Tel: ++32 (0)2 237 65 11  -  Fax: ++32 (0)2 231 14 45

E-mail: main@unice.be

www.unice.org

Hilton International

Room Louise

Boulevard de Waterloo 38
1000 Brussels

Tel: +32(0)2 504.11.11
Fax: +32(0)2 504.21.11
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The Competitiveness Day will take place in: English - French - German - Italian -
Spanish

For more information on the event, please feel free to contact Ms Sylvie De
Spiegeleer, tel: +32(0)2 237.65.49  - e-mail: sds@unice.be, or your national
business organisation and UNICE memberIn
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To register your participation in the Competitiveness Day, please send an 
e-mail to 

UNICE
Ms Sylvie De Spiegeleer 
UNICE Communications Department
sds@unice.be

Participation is free of charge but registration in advance is necessary.
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THE COMPETITIVENESS DAY HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF ALL UNICE
MEMBERS AND THE ITALIAN PRESIDENCY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION.

UNICE speaks for more than 16 million small, medium and large
companies in Europe.  Active in European affairs since 1958,

UNICE's members are 35 central industrial and employers’ federations
from 28 countries, working together to achieve growth and
competitiveness in Europe.
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GB CBI 

GR FGI

I CONFINDUSTRIA

IRL IBEC

IS FII - CIE

L FEDIL

M MFOI

N NHO 

NL VNO/ NCW

P AIP - CIP

S SN

TR TISK - TÜSIAD 

BUL BIA

CZ SPCR

EE ETTK

H CEHIC

PL PKPP

RSM ANIS

SK AZZZ SR

CR HUP

LT LPK
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WITH THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES
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� will attend / will not attend  -    the conference*

� will attend / will not attend  -    lunch*

*Please delete as applicable

REGISTRATION FORM

� Dr      � Mr      � Mrs      � Ms      � Other...............................

Surname:

First Name:

Job Title:

Telephone: Fax:

E-mail:

Organisation name:

Address:

Town/City Postcode:
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