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UNICE reacts to Employment in Europe 2001 report :
POSITIVE RESULTS, BUT NO TIME FOR COMPLACENCY

UNICE welcomes the confirmation in the Commission report published today on Employment
in Europe 2001 that the Lisbon strategy is starting to pay off in terms of employment
performance in Europe. However, with unemployment in Europe as a whole still at 8.2%, and
an economic downturn expected, there is no time for complacency. Yet the Commission
seems to underestimate the importance of skills gap in Europe, and the potential impact on

Europe’s economic growth potential.

UNICE is particularly pleased to note progress with regard to employment rates for women,
but regrets that the US clearly outperforms Europe in employing women in top-jobs, with
high-wage employment growth still much higher in the US than in the EU.

Note to the editor:

UNICE is the official voice of more than 16 million small, medium and large companies active
in Europe, employing over 106 million people. Active in European affairs since 1958,
UNICE’s members are 33 central industrial and employaers federations from 26 countries,
working together to achieve growth and competitiveness in Europe.
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