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Brussels, 13 September 2000

NO PATENT FOR SOFTWARE-RELATED INVENTIONS CAUSES EUROPE
TO LAG BEHIND IN NEW ECONOMY

UNICE, the Union of Industrial Employers’ Confederation of Europe, calls upon the EU institutions to
act swiftly in order to remove current barriers to patenting software-related inventions.

“The new economy is being driven by software and e.commerce inventions. A big disadvantage for
Europe is that there is no patent protection for software-related inventions. This must change or else
new firms in this sector cannot flourish in Europe” says Dirk Hudig, Secretary General of UNICE.

In this context, there is an urgent need for Europe to remove the current ambiguity and legal
uncertainty which surrounds patentability of software-related inventions if it wants to support
innovation in this field and not to bar European companies from access to software-related markets. If
rapid action is not taken, these markets will be dominated by Europe’s main tading partners, in
particular Japan and the USA where there are no restrictions on patenting software-related inventions.

UNICE urges to EU institutions to adopt a directive harmonising national laws in this field and ensuring
that, in accordance with Article 27 TRIPs, patents are available for any inventions, whether products or
processes, in all fields of technology, provided they are new, involve an inventive step and are capable
of industrial application.

“If Europe does not act swiftly, it will lose the innovation race in this hi-tech sector” warns Dirk Hudig.

The full text of the UNICE comments can be found on its web-site http://www.unice.org

For further information, contact: Jérébme P. Chauvin (32 2- 237 65 51).




