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EUROPEAN BUSINESS BACKS EP FIGHT FOR 
LIBERALISATION RAILWAY SECTOR 

 

 
Today, Europe’s major European business organisations called on the European Parliament 
to  keep fighting for liberalisation of the railway sector.    
 
On behalf of the European Chemical Industry Council, European Shipper’s Council, 
Eurocommerce, Eurochambres, UNICE, Dr. Wolfgang Dubiel, UNICE’s Transport Working 
Group’s President, presented a manifesto to Mr. Constantinos Hatzidakis, Chairman of the 
EP Committee on Regional Policy, Transport and Tourism. He urged for a quick and full 
liberalisation of the railway sector.   
 
Last July, the European Parliament voted in its second reading of the so-called “railway 
infrastructure package” for a complete opening-up of the European railway network for 
competition, for both national and international freight transport and international passenger 
transport, therewith qualifying the Council position as insufficient.  
 
Road transport, both national and international, is experiencing more and more obstacles due 
to traffic congestion and limitations on freight transport. European business would happily 
embrace rail transport as an alternative, but unfortunately it cannot rely on a properly 
functioning and competitive supply of rail transport services. This is highlighted by the fact that 
despite growth of the transport market as a whole, rail transport of goods’ market share has 
decreased from 35% in 1970 to 15% today.  
 
Dr. Wolfgang Dubiel stated that "the only way to revitalise rail transport is to introduce 
competition on the railways and free access for new rail transport suppliers. European 
markets for road, inland waterway, sea and air transport have been liberalised, there is no 
reason why rail should lag behind. With a view at the upcoming conciliation between Council 
and EP, Europe’s business organisations therefore strongly support the EP in their struggle 
for liberalising the railway sector”.  
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Contact persons for further information: 
 
CEFIC: Mr. Philippe Deroisy +322 6767272 
European Shippers’ Council: Mr. Chris Welsh/Ms. Sarah Crockford +322 2304140 
Eurochambres: Mrs. Brigitte Ollier/Mrs. Anne Goddevrind +32 2 282.08.50 
UNICE: Mr. Wytze Russchen/Mr. Ewout Klungel :  +32(0)75 75 44 83 /+322 2376544 


