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Brussdls, 3 November 1999

UNICE CALLSFOR EFFICIENT AND
COMPETITIVE EU TRANSPORT POLICY

Today, UNICE presented its memorandum on EU transport policy to the Vice-Presdent of the
European Commission, Ms Loyola de Pdacio, responsible for transport policy.

This new memorandum sets out UNICE's priorities to make the European transport syslem more
efficient and more competitive. "EU trangport policy should be based on both economic rationdity
and sustainable mobility”, UNICE President Georges Jacobs said to Ms Loyola de Pdacio. "Such a
policy would a the same time promote economic growth, integration and cohesion not only in the
EU but in Europe asawhole'.

"To be more globaly competitive, costs must be reduced and at the same time the service level to
the customer must be improved. EU trangport policy has to put more emphasis on the demand Side,
accepting that the driving forces for increased goods transport are closely related to improvementsin
competitiveness', Presdent Jacobs stated. Innovative approaches are required to ded with
sugtainable mobility issues, which are in line with the need to meet users requirements more
effectively.

UNICE Presdent Jacobs told the Commissioner that "European business needs an integrated
trangport system in which al modes bring their different advantages into effect and compete on equd
terms’. UNICE pleads for rapid extenson of the transeuropean network, not only for passenger
transport but also for goods transport.

UNICE recommends a review of unjudified or excessve regulation which prevents gains in
efficiency and modernisation of the trangport sysem.  Finaly, UNICE urges full implementation of
the single market in transport through rapid dismantling of obstacles in the rail sector, port services as
well asinland navigation.

For further information, please call : Danid Cloquet (322) 2376541 or
Wytze Russchen (322) 23765 62.



