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UNICE WELCOMES COMMISSION PROPOSAL TO POSTPONE UNTIL
2009 THE PROHIBITION ON DUAL LABELLING OF UNITS OF

MEASUREMENT FOR PRODUCTS SOLD IN THE INTERNAL MARKET

UNICE is extremely pleased that the Commission has finally tabled a proposal to postpone by ten
additional years the end of the transition period provided for in Article 3 of Directive 89/617/EEC
allowing supplementary indication of units of measurement (in both metric and imperial).

As the representative of all sectors of industry, UNICE has been heavily involved in the debate over
the last year and has constantly voiced its concerns about the consequences that prohibition of dual
labelling would have on European companies.

UNICE has stressed time and again that until a consensus is reached with the USA, the prohibition on
dual labelling for products sold in the internal market would mean that firms would no longer be able to
produce one package for both the EU and US markets since dual labelling is compulsory in the USA.
Companies would have to create separate packaging and labelling, as well as separate warehousing
and inventory systems.  Both European and US industry would be severely affected.  The financial
burden would be especially heavy on SMEs.

UNICE believes that the Commission decision is therefore a sensible one and that these additional ten
years should allow further talks with the USA in order to reach a final agreement on the use of one
single worldwide standard for units of measurements.

UNICE now urges both the European parliament and the Council to adopt the commission proposal as
it stands as soon as possible.
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