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Dear Mr Kober,

UNICE has always supported the Commission's efforts to try and break the deadlock
concerning the Community Patent Convention.  It therefore greatly welcomed the Green
Paper of the European Commission on the Community patent and the patent system in
Europe.

It emerged clearly from the hearings organised by the European Commission on 25-26
November 1998 in Luxembourg, that a new Community patent system is much needed by
European industry in order to preserve its innovative capacity.  To be effective, this new
system should facilitate management of rights, reduce patenting costs and offer an effective
court system for enforcement and greater legal certainty.

UNICE has always stressed that this new unitary Community system should be offered in
parallel with national patents, whether obtained from the EPO or the national patent offices,
with which it should co-exist.  By  maintaining both systems, companies will be able to enjoy
the desired advantages of the Community patent without losing the proven advantages of the
European patent.  UNICE has therefore called for establishment of strong links between the
EPO and the Community institutions with regard to the running of the new Community
patent.

The European Parliament is organising a hearing on the Commission Green Paper on
25 February 1998 and UNICE will reiterate its position.  We know that the European Patent
Office will also be represented in this hearing and we hope that our positions will continue to
converge for the benefit of patent holders in Europe.

Yours sincerely,
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Zygmunt Tyszkiewicz
Secretary General


