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Re: BusinessEurope's priorities ahead of the EU-China Summit 

Dear President, 

EU-China relations have faced considerable challenges in recent times. Our trade and 
investment relations remain characterised by significant asymmetries, including a lack of 
reciprocity in market access and an uneven playing field in some sectors. In addition, 
new risk factors have emerged, and companies should now also consider wider 
geopolitical factors. 

Despite the challenges, China remains a major trade and investment partner for the EU 
and an important market for European companies. Furthermore, issues of global 
governance will require the EU to continue to engage with China, particularly where 
multilateral solutions are needed such as climate change, the reform of the multilateral 
trading system and the development of international standards. For these reasons, the 
EU should continue to engage with China in areas where we have mutual interests and 
challenges, while firmly safeguarding our interests and values where we disagree. 

Ahead of the upcoming EU-China Summit on 7-8 December in Beijing, BusinessEurope 
would like to convey the following points, which we consider should be addressed in 
order to contribute to a more sustainable and mutually beneficial EU-China relationship: 

• Trade and investment asymmetries, and market distortions: The long-standing
challenges of doing business in China, in particular market access and regulatory
barriers, continue to hinder business opportunities. In addition, the strong focus on
supply-side support policies in China during the past years has led to significant
market distortions and overcapacities. Both the lack of reciprocity in market access
and the market distortions are fuelling the EU's rapidly widening trade deficit with
China. This deficit has more than doubled since 2020 and stands now at €400bn.
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