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Dear Executive Vice-President,
As you well know, stakes are high for the upcoming 12th WTO Ministerial Conference
(MC12) taking now place on 13 June 2022. This is critical time for the WTO as we all
expect to see a stronger and more effective organisation after MC12, one that is able to
develop and implement modern trade rules that respond to the needs of our societies.
In this context, we have learned that the European Union, the United States, India and
South Africa have reportedly reached a compromise agreement on a so-called "TRIPS
waiver'' related to the production and supply of COVID-19 vaccines. While progress on
the WTO's role in addressing the pandemic is positive, weakening intellectual property
would have unintended detrimental consequences for global health. Thus, we would like
to share with you the following main remarks and concerns:
•

We would like to reiterate that the challenges associated with vaccinating the
global population are multifaceted and require a holistic approach, rather than
one narrowly focusing on intellectual property. Vaccinating the world against
COVID-19 requires production, as well as addressing a host of other issues
including country readiness and infrastructure; widespread distribution and
administration of vaccines; re-distribution of excess vaccine supplies to countries
that face shortages; the regulatory and trade barriers to vaccine production and
distribution; efficient supply chain operations; procurement challenges; the
potential risks associated with counterfeit and illicit trade in medical goods; and
vaccine hesitancy.

•

The agreement reached tries to solve a vaccine production issue that currently
does not exist. With 12 billion vaccines produced in a year, and COVAX fulfilling
its commitments, there is broad consensus that the current issue is not COVID19 vaccine production, but rather vaccine deployment and uptake. By the end of
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