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Dear High Representative and Vice President, 

I would like to address this letter to you regarding recent developments on sanctions 
adopted unilaterally by the United States against Cuba on the basis of the Cuban Liberty 
and Democratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act of 1996, also commonly known as the "Helms
Burton Act". 

BusinessEurope is particularly concerned by the negative impact of the application of 
Title Ill of the Libertad Act will have on the activity of European companies in Cuba. Title 
Ill allows for claims to be launched against EU investors in Cuba on the basis that they 
traffic in property confiscated by the Cuban Government on or after 1 January 1959. 

European companies have a deep and long-standing tradition of trade and investments 
in Cuba. They are present in many sectors, including in manufacturing, infrastructure 
and services. This relationship will be gravely disrupted by the full implementation of the 
Libertad Act. 

At the same time, the bilateral economic relations between the EU and the USA will also 
be negatively affected. Actions by the U.S. confirm a more general trend in their 
sanctions policy to follow a unilateral path, which has important consequences for their 
allies, including the EU. BusinessEurope continues to believe that a global, coordinated 
approach to sanctions is a more effective way to achieve common foreign policy 
objectives. Meanwhile, the EU must keep on upgrading his defensive tools to make EU 
sovereignty respected and to preserve the freedom of EU economic operators to trade. 

We understand that Title 111 of the Libertad Act is covered by the EU's Blocking Statute 
Regulation, which European companies can use in order to recover damages caused by 
the application of the U.S. sanctions. However, I must stress the fact that there are a 
number of questions on the implementation of the Blocking Statute Regulation, as it has 
not been used in the past. Additional guidance from the part of the European Institutions 
would be appreciated from the part of European companies that are currently analysing 
the ramifications of U.S. sanctions and consider their next legal and operational steps. 
The European Institutions should also make sure that all EU Member States are aware 
of and ready to implement the Blocking Statute Regulation. 
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