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RE: key messages to EU Competitiveness Council of 22-23 May 2023 

The Swedish EU Council Presidency's focus on competitiveness is reassuring to 

European businesses, and BusinessEurope supports your ambition to take action in this 

regard and to establish it as topic for a regular ministerial debate. We call on the incoming 

EU Council Presidencies to take over this commitment. 

We underlined the root causes of the private investment leaving Europe in our last letter 

addressing the Competitiveness Council of 2 March 2023, highlighting the urgent need 

for regulatory breathing space and a comprehensive set of measures enhancing 

competitiveness including those to address the energy situation in the EU, deepen the 

Single Market and prevent deindustrialisation of Europe. 

The two major long-term challenges pushing investment out of Europe according to 

BusinessEurope's Reform Barometer 20231 are the regulatory burden that is 

significantly higher compared to other major developed regions and long-term energy 

price rises well above major competitors. 

In March the European Commission took steps to respond to the European Council call 

for a specific long-term competitiveness agenda with a few legislative initiatives and 

policy communications, to be addressed by the Competitiveness Council on 22 May. 

While BusinessEurope welcomes these first steps in the right direction, neither the 

legislative initiatives nor the two communications (on long-term EU competitiveness and 

on the Single Market at 30) are a sufficient answer to today's challenges. Many questions 

remain open, such as how a true Single Market for services will be achieved to close the 

productivity gap with the US in this field, for example. 

1 BUSINESSEUROPE Reform Barometer 2023 - The EU's 

AV. DE CORTENBERGH 168 

BE-1000 BRUSSELS 

BELGIUM 

VAT BE 863 418 279 

BUSINESSEUROPE a.i.s.b.l. 

WWW.BUSINESSEUROPE.EU 

Follow us on Twltter@BUSINESSEUROPE 

TEL +32(0)2 237 65 11 

FAX +32(0)2 231 14 45 

E-MAIL: main@buslnesseurope.eu 

EU Transparency register 3978240953-79 








