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MrJörg Leichtfried
Member of the European Parliament
European Parliament
Bat. Altiero Spinelli, 14G130
60, rue Wiertz
BE - 1047 Brussels

C.c.: Members and Substitutes of the
Transport and Tourism Committee

Brussels, 7 March 2014

RE: Revision of Directive 961531EC on the maximum weights and dimensions of
road vehicles in the EU

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

Transport is a key pillar of the single market, allowing for the free movement of goods
and people throughout Europe and across borders. The efficiency of the different
modes of transport - including road transport - directly affects trade flows and the
competitiveness of European companies as users of transport services. Resource
efficient transport is key to reaching the growth and jobs aims of the Europe 2020
Strategy.

In this context, BUSINESSEUROPE has been closely following the revision of Directive
96/53/EC to set new rules for maximum weights and dimensions of certain road
vehicles in the EU. Ahead of the vote on this issue in the TRAN Committee on 18
March, European business wishes to reiterate its concerns regarding some of the latest
developments in this proposal.

We are concerned that the revision will not enhance road transport efficiency and will
hamper free movement if there are limitations to the cross-border circulation of EMS1-
combinations or to loading weights deviating from the 40-tonne standard.

While fully supporting the clarification aims of the revision, we urge that cross-border
movements of larger and I or heavier trucks shall be allowed if, when and where
competent authorities on both sides of the border agree on the conditions. This
concerns for instance specific requirements for the vehicle, routes, infrastructure or the
driver in order to assure an adequate level of safety, as well as compatibility with
combined transport. Keeping in mind the benefits of the enhanced transport efficiency it
is also necessary to take into account the potential negative impacts that these trucks

1 European Modular System (EMS) is a concept of allowing combinations of existing loading units (modules) into longer
and sometimes heavier vehicle combinations to be used on some parts of the road network.
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may have on the infrastructure. In addition, impacts on other transport modes should
be avoided and properly assessed.

Bilateral agreements

It is fundamental that Member States are expressly allowed to enter into bilateral or
multilateral agreements regarding border crossing, in line with the principle of
subsidiarity. This would provide a solution in many difficult situations, such as the
current rules for the Benelux-France borders. Within these Member States, 44-tonne
trucks are the standard. However, border crossing is only allowed with 40-tonne trucks
due to the interpretation made of existing legislation by the Member States concerned.
This leads to inefficient loading of tens of thousands of trucks and to a distortion of
competition in this region. More efficient loading is an important factor when reducing
congestion and the environmental and health impacts.

EMS-combinations

EMS-combinations provide better economic, environmental and safety performance
since in many cases three traditional vehicles can be replaced by two EMS-trucks. A
monitoring study in the Netherlands, where the number of EMS-combinations count up
to nearly a thousand, concludes that their use is an important innovation in the effort to
reduce CO2 emissions and that their use does not lead to a reverse modal shift. A trial
in Denmark came to a similar conclusion. A Swedish study shows that the use of EMS-
combinations reduces CO2 emissions by 15-20 % compared to traditional trucks.
Furthermore, a recent study in Finland shows that traffic safety improves as there are
fewer vehicles in circulation, which also leads to less congestion. We would be happy
to provide you with these studies if necessary.

Co-modality

We stress that all modes of transport have their own strengths and should be seen as
complementary to each other. The interoperability between the different modes is
already improving but should be further promoted to create a true single market for
transport to enhance European competitiveness. Co-modality ensures resource
efficiency as it means using the most appropriate mode for each link of the transport
chain.

We trust that you will take our views into account ahead of the important vote in your
Committee. We remain at your disposal should you wish to discuss the above further
with us.

Yours sincerely,
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