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Commenting on the Commission’s air quality package BUSINESSEUROPE Director 
General Markus J. Beyrer said: “Over recent decades, European industry has 
significantly reduced its emissions and is committed continuing these efforts. However, 
we are concerned that the proposed air quality package will force industry to go beyond 
what is economically and technically feasible. BUSINESSEUROPE will be working with 
the co-legislators to balance health and environmental objectives better with the 
competitive needs of our industries.” 
 
According to a European Environmental Agency (EEA) Report in 2010, industrial 
emissions of SO2 fell by 70% between 1990 and 2008. This is expected to fall a further 
33% by 2020. Similar trends are also evident for industrial NOx emissions which saw a 
33% reduction over the same period and are thought to drop another 33% by 2020. 
The EEA’s 2013 report on Air Quality in Europe shows that overall emissions of SOx 
fell by 50% from 2002 to 2011, which led to a fall in SO2 concentrations of about one 
third across Europe. 
 
 
For further details on industry’s position please read attached Joint Statement, issued 
on 4 December 2013. 
 
 
ENDS 
 
Contact: 
Peter Vertessy 
Senior Adviser 
Press & Media 
Tel : +32 (0) 2 237 65 03 
Mob: +32 (0) 494 51 54 77 
p.vertessy@businesseurope.eu 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE is the leading advocate for growth and competitiveness at European level, standing 
up for companies across the continent and actively campaigning on the issues that most impact their 
performance. We speak for enterprise in 35 European countries whose national business federations are 
our direct members. 
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