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Goals and Objectives – BUSINESSEUROPE 

 

-       TDI is an important tool for EU industry and a legitimate tool to battle unfair 

trade practices.  

-       The European Union already has one of the most technical and far-reaching 

TDI – going beyond the WTO requirements on many issues such as lesser-duty 

and the union interest test. 

-       BUSINESSEUROPE wants to avoid the Green Paper outcome during 

Commissioner Mandelson’s mandate which led to a deterioration of relations 

between stakeholders and the European Commission. 

-       The TDI evaluation study has interesting conclusions that can indeed serve 

as input for the Commission’s modernization process. BUSINESSEUROPE has 

given input to this study in 2011. 

-       The modernization should remain an open process aiming to provide 

pragmatic solutions to real problems faced by all stakeholders. We thank the 

Commission for having kept us informed along the way and listening to the 

views of BUSINESSEUROPE 

-       We note there is willingness from the Commission to find reasonable 

compromises between stakeholders that would enable a more efficient 

operation of TDI. 

-       The BUSINESSEUROPE international Relations Committee has given a 

mandate to BUSINESSEUROPE to be constructive and balanced, keeping the 

process based on facts.  

-       TDI should not be used for protectionist measures but is a legitimate tool to 

address aggressive trade practices by third countries. 

Other issues that could be addressed 
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1. Price undertakings  

Improved transparency on price undertakings could be introduced to provide 
information to the interested parties within the Union and to the companies subject to 
measures.  

2. Profit margins 

The choice of profit margins could be adjusted to take into account segment specific 
profit margin and most suitable indicator rather than relying on an overall margin for 
dumping and injury calculation.  

3. Raw material distortions 

It is absolutely necessary to take the opportunity of the TDI modernization exercise to 
introduce provisions to deal with the distortions caused by unfair practices with regards 
to the raw materials. The issue does not only relate to prices, but also to the availability 
and relative prices which, in the end, determines the EU industries’ competitiveness. 

 Conclusion 

BUSINESSEUROPE feels that it is important that the Commission engage in this 
debate in a spirit of openness and transparency. To avoid the problems met with the 
Mandelson Green Paper exercise, implementation of new TDI features should not 
anticipate the end of the political debate and legislative process on the modernization. 

  

 


