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Dear Ministers,  
 
It is an honour to address you today and be able to share the views of 
BUSINESSEUROPE on the EU Emission Trading Scheme (ETS). I would like to thank the 
Danish EU Presidency for giving us this opportunity to contribute to a timely and important 
debate. 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE is speaking on behalf of 41 national business federations from 35 
European countries. 
 
My main message today is: yes, we need to move towards a comprehensive climate and 
energy package for 2030. This must be the underlying theme for any discussion on the 
future of the ETS.  
 
The ETS is delivering. It is on track to reach its target of reducing emissions by 21% 
compared to 2005 by 2020. I hope you will consider this as an important achievement.  
 
Some have expressed concerns about the lower than expected price for ETS allowances; 
also within the business community.  
 
It is important for both environmental and economic reasons to consolidate and continue 
the achievements of the ETS. I want here to explicitly reaffirm BUSINESSEUROPE’s 
strong support for emission trading. 
 
I would like to stress three key principles that should be respected in the ongoing 
discussions:  
 
I. The central role of the ETS in EU climate policy must be confirmed - The scheme 

must remain the central climate policy tool in the covered sectors. A plethora of diverse 
national initiatives and measures must be avoided. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
II. A longer term perspective is needed – A longer term commitment to the ETS is 

important for us. Therefore the need for an open and inclusive debate. All stakeholders 
should be involved. Together we can fix the level of ambition for the ETS in 2030. 
Together we can set a realistic 2030 emissions reduction target. Doing so will help 
provide predictability for investments. 

 
III. The ETS must fit in a comprehensive climate and energy strategy - This strategy 

must pursue the goals of sustainability and energy security. This strategy should also 
enhance our competitiveness. 
 
The ETS and other EU policies must be linked. This must be the case when you will 
discuss energy taxation, energy efficiency, renewable energy, the completion of the 
internal energy market, research and innovation. 
 
 

Dear Ministers, we are prepared to discuss with you how to move towards a 
comprehensive package for 2030. A package that addresses our climate challenges. A 
package that ensures the competitiveness of European business. 
 
 
I thank you for your attention and I wish you a fruitful meeting. 
 
 

*     *     * 
 


