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BUSINESSEUROPE: 41 members in 35 countries
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http://www.oeb.org.cy/
http://www.tt.fi/
http://www.ibec.ie/
http://www.cbi.org.uk/
http://www.lpk.lt/
http://www.ruzsr.sk/verbal/54
http://www.lddk.lv/
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WTO Developments

20 September 2011

Current Situation

• Initial Agenda very ambitious

• Gradual lowering over time

• Negotiations at a deadlock



WTO

Options

• Trade Facilitation Agreement

• Doha Round 

• Sector specific negotiations

• Conclusion of the Doha Round and launch of a 

new one

• Expansion of FTAs, alongside multilateral 

negotiations
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Free Trade Agreements

• Korea

• Peru

• Colombia

• Cariforum
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Free Trade Negotiations

• Canada

• Singapore

• Ukraine

• India

• Mercosur
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USA

Transatlantic Economic Council

• Financial Regulation

• Innovation (e-vehicles)

• Regulatory cooperation

• Supply chain security

• Third country issues
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USA

What more?

• Bilateral Agreement?
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China

Opportunities

• Huge market

• High growth

• Raw materials

• Low cost / skilled labour

• Business partnerships

Risks

• Forced technology 

transfer/Weak IPR

• State interference

• Discriminatory treatment

• Subsidies

• Retaliation
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China

Current & Future EU-China Relations

• Weaknesses of current EU approach towards China

• Need for more coherent EU strategy

• Advance multilateral & bilateral negotiations
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Japan

Bilateral Agreement with Japan

1. NTBs fully covered

2. Procurement markets included

3. Liberalisation of investment

4. Full tariff coverage (food industry)
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Russia

Accession in the WTO

• Close to conclusion

• Main issue: Local content for foreign 

investments

• IPR, Railway Fees, Airline Charges
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Issues

• Procurement reciprocity

• Digital agenda
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THANK YOU

20 September 2011


