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BUSINESSEUROPE: 40 members in 34 countries

Belgium Cyprus Czech

Republic

Denmark

Finland France Germany Germany Greece Iceland

Iceland Ireland Italy Luxembourg Malta

Norway Poland Portugal Portugal

Spain Sweden Switzerland Switzerland The 

Netherlands
Turkey United 
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http://www.oeb.org.cy/
http://www.tt.fi/
http://www.ibec.ie/
http://www.cbi.org.uk/
http://www.lpk.lt/
http://www.ruzsr.sk/verbal/54
http://www.lddk.lv/


Industry in EU is the backbone of sustainable 

development
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EU 27 - Developements in Energy Efficiency                    
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Growth and employment in EU27 “Eco”- industries

Source: European Commission 2009
23 March 2011

Greening the economy: EU’s assets ...
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• Flexible labour markets

• No artificial distinction between “green” and 

“traditional” industries

• Secure R&D and skills in the EU

• Smart EU policy

• Think globally

23 March 2011

... But success depend on key factors:
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• Committing to higher R&D investment levels

• Share of GDP spent on tertiary education in 

2006 by South Korea, the USA and Canada is 

208%, 241% and 225% higher than that of the 

EU (Eurostat, OECD)

% of GDP in R&D

Japan 3.4%

South Korea 3.21%

USA 2.7%

EU 27 1.9%

Secure R&D and skills in the EU
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Smart EU policy



8Alexandre Affre 23 March 2011

• Competitiveness proofing

• Improve existing legislation

• Reduce administrative burden

• Improve quality of new legislative 

initiatives

• Avoid “double regulation”

• Stakeholder involvement

Smart EU policy
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Think globally
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More information

a.affre@businesseurope.eu

www.businesseurope.eu

A Affre 23 March 2011
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http://www.businesseurope.eu/

