
IMPROVING EXISTING LEGISLATION 

Simplification

Many simplification measures have already been  
identified but progress is too slow. 

Example: Commission proposals to remove  
requirements for e-invoicing and publishing in  
company law are stuck in the Council and Parliament.

Interinstitutional working arrangements to approve  
simplification proposals should be improved. No 
amendment should be made that imposes new burdens. 

The Member States, the Commission and  
European Parliament should contribute to 
reaching the 25% reduction target for 2012.   
This should be a net target per Directorate General. 

Evaluation 

The actual outcome of  simplification measures must 
be evaluated by the Commission and evaluation  
results should be made public.  

Feed-back to stakeholders 

The Commission must provide stakeholders with  
feedback on proposals submitted.  This applies whether 
or not action will be taken.  
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Better regulation is central to strengthening  
competitiveness and supporting sustainable growth and  

employment.  Keeping administrative burdens to what is 
absolutely necessary for meeting the objectives of  new  
policy initiatives is crucial.

The better regulation project comprises simplification of   
existing Community legislation to ascertain that policy aims 
are achieved in a less burdensome and simpler way, and a  
system of  impact assessments to assess economic, social and 
environmental impacts of  new legislative proposals.

A priority for simplification is the reduction of   
administrative burdens of  existing legislation. The  
annual costs of  administrative burdens are estimated by  
the Commission to amount to 3.5% of  the EU GDP, or  
€470 billion, 30% of  which originates at EU  
level.  At the 8/9 March 2007 European Council, the  
Commission and the Member States jointly agreed to  
reduce administrative burdens associated with Community 
legislation by 25% in 2012.

The Member States, European Commission and the  
European Parliament should now: 

•  Show the necessary leadership to keep efforts to  
improve the Community acquis at the top of  the EU 
political agenda.  

•  Ensure that consideration of  the relevance,  
efficiency, proportionality and cost-effectiveness  
for business of  new legislation is a guiding principle 
in their work. 

IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF NEW  
LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES 

Impact Assessments

The Impact Assessment Guidelines should always 
be followed by the Commission staff. Especially  
important is consideration of  all compliance costs 
for business and that quantitative data are of   
high-quality. 

Example: the impact assessment on the  
climate change and renewable energy proposals  
failed to properly measure and present the impact on  
administrative costs.

Impact assessments on substantive amendments by 
the European Parliament and Council to Commission 
proposals should be carried out in accordance with the 
Interinstitutional Agreement on Better Lawmaking.    

Independent and transparent scrutiny of  draft impact 
assessments by stakeholders and impartial oversight 
bodies is important to ensure that they are of  high qual-
ity and developed according to the Guidelines. 

Everyone involved in policy development should 
make proper use of  the Commission’s impact  
assessments from an early stage and throughout the  
legislative process.  

IMPROVING CONSULTATION AND  
IMPLEMENTATION

Consultation

The Commission should always carry out  
consultations in accordance with the 2002 ‘General 
principles and minimum standards for consultation 
of  interested parties’. 

Sufficient publicity has to be give so that all  
affected stakeholders are informed.

Draft impact assessments should be published.

Evaluation and Implementation

Systematic post-implementation monitoring and 
evaluation of  new, or amended, legislation should be  
compulsory for the Commission in order to  
establish actual impacts of  legislation.    

The Commission should provide better support to 
Member States during implementation and pay due 
consideration to enforcement aspects.

Example: the services directive facilitates  
mutual assistance, cooperation and information  
between national public enforcement authorities.

The Commission should publish evaluation  
results. 


