
Business Organisations for Trade 
Negotiations

Trade & Competitiveness

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008



2

BUSINESSEUROPE: 40 members in 34 countries

Belgium Cyprus Czech
Republic

Denmark

Finland France Germany Germany Greece Iceland

Iceland Ireland Italy Luxembourg Malta

Norway Poland Portugal Portugal

Spain Sweden Switzerland Switzerland The 
Netherlands

Turkey United 
Kingdom

Estonia Hungary

Lithuania

Rep. 
San Marino

Romania

Croatia

SloveniaSlovakia

Turkey

Latvia

Austria Bulgaria Denmark

SCHWEIZERISCHER ARBEITGEBERVERBAND
UNION PATRONALE SUISSE

Montenegro

http://www.oeb.org.cy/
http://www.tt.fi/
http://www.ibec.ie/
http://www.tusiad.org.tr/
http://www.cbi.org.uk/
http://www.mgyosz.hu/
http://www.lpk.lt/
http://www.ruzsr.sk/verbal/54
http://www.cip.org.pt/
http://www.lddk.lv/
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BUSINESSEUROPE: Policy priorities

1. Implement the reforms for growth and jobs
2. Integrate the European market
3. Govern the EU efficiently
4. Shape globalisation and fight all kinds of 

protectionism
5. Promote a secure, competitive and climate-

friendly energy system
6. Reform European social systems to respond to 

global challenges

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008
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The EU in world trade

19% of world trade, 17.5% 
world trade in goods, 26% 
world trade in services

First exporter
Second largest 

importer

Foreign direct investment: EU-25  
a major source of the world’s FDI 
(€152.5 billion) and host of the 

world’s FDI (€ 69.8 billion) in 2005

A MAJORA MAJOR

TRADING POWERTRADING POWER
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NAFTA 
292

The EU in world trade

EU-25 Trade in goods: Exports by region (2005, billion euro)
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China & 
Hong Kong
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Andean
7.2

EFTA
136.2

Australia & 
New Zealand 

12.4

CIS 134

MERCOSUR
34.3

ACP 
36.2

China & 
Hong Kong 

168.6
Japan & 
Korea
106.6

SAARC
27.8

ASEAN
71

MED10
88.2

GCC6 
37.6

The EU in world trade

EU-25 Trade in goods: Imports by region (2005, billion euro)

NAFTA 
189
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EU trade policy agenda: Global Europe

“Integrate competitiveness in trade policy”

• WTO DDA negotiations
• New generation of FTAs
• New strategy for China
• Renew Market Access Strategy
• Global strategy on IPR
• Possible reform of anti-dumping

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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WTO DDA negotiations: EU positions

• Industrial goods: open emerging markets

• Services: new market access

• Agriculture: tariff & subsidy cuts 

• Trade Facilitation: legally binding agreement

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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New FTA policy

•• Economic focusEconomic focus

•• Comprehensive and ambitious coverageComprehensive and ambitious coverage

•• services and investmentservices and investment

•• Stronger provisions on NTBs, IPR, public Stronger provisions on NTBs, IPR, public 
procurement, competition, trade facilitationprocurement, competition, trade facilitation

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008
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New FTA policy: coverage

•• Current negotiations: Mercosur, GCCCurrent negotiations: Mercosur, GCC
•• New FTAs:New FTAs:

–– IndiaIndia
–– ASEANASEAN
–– South KoreaSouth Korea
–– UkraineUkraine
–– Russia?Russia?

•• Association agreements:Association agreements:
–– Comunidad AndinaComunidad Andina
–– Central AmericaCentral America

Adrian van de venn Ho 23 August 2008
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EU-US: Framework for economic cooperation

•• Transatlantic Economic Council Transatlantic Economic Council 

•• Reinforce Regulatory CooperationReinforce Regulatory Cooperation

•• Lighthouse priority projectsLighthouse priority projects
–– InvestmentInvestment
–– Trade and securityTrade and security
–– IPRIPR
–– Financial marketsFinancial markets
–– InnovationInnovation

Adrian  den Hovenvan 23 August 2008
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Market Access Strategy

• Structured and dynamic approach to tackle trade 
barriers

• Structured coordination with EU Member States 
and business

• Country priorities: China, Japan, India

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008
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New China Strategy: Competition and Partnership

• China: an opportunity for EU business

• China’s growing responsibilities: reciprocity

• Main priorities:

– A new PCA (investment, NTBs)
– Enforce WTO commitments 
– Cooperation on counterfeiting
– Reform of banking system

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008
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IPR enforcement

• Strengthen IPR provisions in FTAs

• Enforcement of existing commitments

• Reinforce customs co-operation

• Building awareness among EU companies

• Cooperating with developing and least 
developed countries

Adrian van den Hoven 23 August 2008
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Conference details
28 October 2008, 400 participants
EU Competitiveness: trends & policy

Objectives
Assess progress international competitiveness
Advocate for focus on policy challenges
Provide arguments for “external” Lisbon Agenda

Global Competitiveness Conference –
« Challenges ahead »

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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Conference topics
China & EU competitiveness
Access to raw materials
Climate change Policy & competitiveness
Case studies (e.g. France, Germany)
Services & global competitiveness

Support needed from member federations
Participation of business delegations
Corporate sponsorship
High level business speakers

Global Competitiveness Conference –
« Challenges ahead »

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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Lobbying on Trade & Competitiveness

2005 New Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson
Open to new ideas on trade policy
Looking for a central role in EU Commission
Needs support of business in trade 
negotiations

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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BUSINESSEUROPE 

trade & competitiveness strategy

Link between internal/external policies

More commercial focus in trade agreements

More aggressive EU towards emerging 
countries

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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Early 2006

Commission presents draft strategy: Global 
Europe
– Too vague & academic

BUSINESSEUROPE demands redraft with more 
focus
– Want specific policy actions

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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Mid 2006-2007

Commission presents final Global Europe strategy

Policy actions
– Finalise WTO agreement
– Engage in FTA negotiations
– Improve market access strategy
– Access to raw materials
– Focus on China opportunity/threat
– Improve some policies – anti-dumping or procurement

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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Advantages of Global Europe for business

Trade policy is predictable
– Priority to commercial interests
– Not entirely dependent on WTO
– Closer dialogue with business

Trade policy tackles new challenges
– Non tariff barriers
– Services liberalisation 
– Access to raw materials

23 August 2008Adrian van den Hoven
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THANK YOU
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