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Summary of interventions

The Common Implementation Strategy for the Water Framework Directive (WFD) – Joachim D’Eugenio, European Commission ENV DG

Mr D’Eugenio from DG Environment’s Water Unit gave a comprehensive overview of the ongoing activities related to the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). After shortly explaining the history, rationale and major elements of the WFD as well as its relation to other pieces of legislation (see slides 2-6), Mr D’Eugenio outlined the Common Implementation Strategy (CIS) for this Directive. The CIS was drawn up with a view to ensuring efficient, coherent and comparable implementation of the WFD in Member States (see also slide 9). The main activities under the strategy have so far mainly related to the exchange of information, awareness raising and the development of guidance documents (slide 10). Mr D’Eugenio then described the organisational structure of the CIS (slide 11) and depicted the output produced by each of the working groups set up under the strategy (slides 12-13). Following some information on the designation of river basin districts and related testing in pilot basins (slides 15-17), he gave an outlook on forthcoming key issues (slide 18). He referred to the WFD CIRCA Information Exchange Platform on http://forum.europa.eu.int/Members/irc/env/wfd/home for further information. 

In the final part of his presentation, Mr D’Eugenio elaborated on the ongoing work with regard to priority (hazardous) substances with particular reference to the respective Expert Advisory Forum. He emphasised that two issues will be of central importance over the coming months, i.e. the definition of quality standards and the elaboration of emission controls by October 2003 at the latest. A study on the former will be published shortly. Regarding the emission controls, Mr. D’Eugenio pointed out that for each of the 33 substances concerned, fact sheets are currently being prepared that aim at identifying their sources and pathways. They will be published and sent out for consultation before autumn 2002. 

Expert Advisory Forum on Groundwater – the elaboration of a Daughter Directive on groundwater protection – Philippe Quevauviller, European Commission ENV DG:

Mr Quevauviller started by providing an overview of the working procedure of the EAF on groundwater (slide 1) and mentioned that so far three meetings have been held, drafting groups for different issues have been set up, a synthesis paper has been finalised and possible elements of a future legislative proposal have been discussed. He explained the rationale for a Daughter Directive and its relation to the provisions of the WFD (slides 2 to 6). Mr Quevauviller stated that the synthesis paper distinguishes between three cases, namely unpolluted groundwater, polluted groundwater with pressure from diffuse pollution and groundwater polluted by point sources (slides 7-8). The main elements of the future Daughter Directive, would comprise a clear definition of the terms used, provisions that aim at preventing and limiting the input of pollutants into groundwater, measures to reverse significant and sustained upward trends, numerous measures to prevent deterioration of groundwater bodies, and measures to protect, enhance and restore groundwater bodies (slides 9-20). The future Directive would also have to take into account areas protected under other legislation. Mr Quevauviller concluded by indicating the further work programme and timetable of the EAF on groundwater (slide 21). 

The presentation was followed by a short discussion that focussed on the implications of the groundwater issue for industry. Mr Rothert pointed out that the matter of diffuse pollution would be relevant for some industries (e.g. pesticides) whereas provisions related to point sources such as contaminated sites and possible restoration targets are likely to affect industry at large. Discussions on these issues will continue during the next EAF on groundwater to be held in October 2002. The final proposal for a daughter Directive on groundwater is expected for March 2003. 

European Industry’s contribution to the implementation of the WFD – Arno Rothert, VCI:

Mr Rothert in his intervention identified the scope for industry’s contribution to the implementation process. He stressed that it should be born in mind that the results of the work undertaken by the various expert groups is supposed to give guidance but is in no way binding for the Commission. Mr Rothert provided some information on current participation of industry federations in expert groups under the CIS and pointed out several WG’s where further input from industry representatives might be necessary. Mr Rothert mentioned that with respect to priority (hazardous) substances, expert groups will be set up to define both emission control and quality standards for various substance groups. Since those issues could touch upon industry’s interests, participation of federations in these groups might be helpful. He also referred to the fact sheets on source identification for the priority (hazardous) substances that will be sent out for consultation and invited industries concerned to check and validate the data and estimations and comment on them if necessary. 

Subsequently Mr Rothert considered potential areas for industry action in connection with the forthcoming groundwater Directive. He suggested that the question of diffuse pollution is best addressed by those sectoral federations whose products are concerned, such as the fertilizer or pesticides industry. On the other hand, he saw scope for UNICE action with regard to point sources such as contaminated land and proposed that a UNICE position on this subject be drafted and fed into the discussions of the respective EAF. The UNICE position is expected to be adopted by September 2002.  

Lastly, Mr Rothert invited the participants to consult the CIRCA website of the European Commission where all relevant information with regard to the implementation of the WFD can be found and then consider to apply for membership in the expert groups that are of interest to them. Information on how to gain access to the CIRCA website will be circulated by UNICE. Mr D’Eugenio added that the Commission will particularly welcome input from SME representatives. 
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