
 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

THE VOICE OF BUSINESS IN EUROPE 
 
 

27 September 2001 
 

EU WHITE PAPER ON TRANSPORT :  
 

LOGISTICS ARE KEY TO SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT POLICY  
SAYS UNICE 

 
 

UNICE, the Union of Industrial and Employers’ Confederations in Europe,  welcomes the 
long-awaited white paper on the revision of the Common Transport Policy. Particularly 
encouraging is the announcement of the second railway package, which would complete 
liberalisation of the railway freight market. Likewise, UNICE supports stimulation of 
combined transport, short-sea shipping and inland waterway navigation. But, according to 
the chairman of UNICE’s transport expert group, Dr Wolfgang Dubiel, the white paper 
lacks an important element: logistics. 
 

This is why UNICE and the European Logistics Association, ELA, today (27 September) 
invited transport experts from business, the Commission, and national administrations to 
discuss the role of logistics in a European transport policy . “Logistics can and should play 
a key role in a sustainable transport policy”, was the opening remark by Wolfgang Dubiel. 
 

UNICE observes that the white paper grants a central place to the concept of influencing 
the price and use of the different transport modes through taxation. UNICE considers this 
approach is too simple and not efficient. Price is far from being the only factor that 
transport users take into consideration when they choose a mode of transport; punctuality 
and quality of service also play an extremely important role. Without proper alternatives to 
road transport, introducing road pricing will not result in a shift of freight from road to 
alternative modes of transport, and is likely to trigger a generalised cost increase for 
companies. “This would seriously harm the competitiveness of European business,”, says 
Wolfgang Dubiel, “as logistics costs in the EU are already 20% higher than in the United 
States,”. 
 

In UNICE’s view, a disproportionate influence is attributed to the price factor, while all 
attention should focus on raising the quality of alternatives to road transport and 
optimising the transport system, especially through wider use of modern logistics.  
 

The Commission’s white paper is available on-line on:  
http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.html 
 
Note to the editor: 
UNICE is the official voice of more than 16 million small, medium and large companies active in 
Europe, employing over 106 million people. Active in European affairs since 1958, UNICE’s 
members are 33 central industrial and employers federations from 26 countries, working together 
to achieve growth and competitiveness in Europe. 
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