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European Patent: UNICE welcomes radical cut in translation costs  

 
 
 
 
The signature by France of an Agreement limiting translation requirements for European 
patents opens the door for a drastic improvement of the European patent system in terms of 
costs.This Agreement, which had already been signed by nine contracting States of the 
European Patent Convention (Germany, Denmark, Liechtenstein, Monaco, The Netherlands, 
Sweden, UK, Switzerland and Luxembourg), needed to be signed by France to enter into 
force. 
 
All parties to the Agreement thereby accept that a patent granted by the European Patent 
Office, in one of its three official languages (English, French, German), takes effect on their 
territory, without requiring translations into their national language.   
 
UNICE, which has been a strong supporter of the Agreement from the outset, very strongly 
supports this development which should be regarded as a milestone in the reform of the 
European patent system.   
 
“SMEs will be the first to benefit from this Agreement, which will substantially reduce the cost 
of patenting in Europe” says Daniela Israelachwili, Acting Secretary General of UNICE. 
 
UNICE hopes that the other members of the European Patent Convention which have not yet 
signed the Agreement will do so rapidly.  By doing so, they will show their willingness to 
contribute to establishment of an environment that is as supportive of innovation as in the 
USA or in Japan.   
 
This Agreement, whose details you will find at annex, is still subject to ratification by its 
signatories but should enter into force in the coming months. 
 
UNICE trusts that the encouraging signal sent by the signatories of this Agreement will 
influence positively the discussions on translation requirements for the Community Patent 
proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact: Ms Susanne Klunkert  Tel.: +32(0)2 237 65 62  
 Mr Jérôme P. Chauvin Tel.: +32(0)2 237 65 52 
 Ms Marie-Laure Bonnaffous  Tel.: +32(0)2 237 65 51 
 Website : www.unice.org 












